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FROM $50,895 


CELEBRATE YOUR STYLE WITH JAGUAR LAND ROVER! 


BEING A PART OF THE COMMUNITY IS SO IMPORTANT TO US. 
LISA AND LAUREN HAD A BLAST LAST MONTH AT PRIDE IN THEIR JAGUAR F-TYPE. 


FOLLOW ALONG ON SOCIAL MEDIA AT © JAGUARILANDROVERMPLS FOR MORE 
TAKEOVERS, FEATURES, AND HEAR ABOUT ALL OF OUR UPCOMING EVENTS IN 
THE TWIN CITIES. 


EXTERIOR 


SIMPLICITY THAT EXUDES CONFIDENCE AND 
INDIVIDUALITY. THE RANGE ROVER VELAR 
LEADS THE WAY IN PROGRESSIVE DESIGN. 
CLEAN, ELEGANT AND DISTINCTIVE, THE ысмы 
VEHICLE HAS A STRIKING, CONTEMPORARY Е 
PRESENCE. WHEREVER YOU GO IN THE RANGE 
ROVER VELAR, EYES WILL FOLLOW. 


INTERIOR DESIGN 


THE CABIN OF THE RANGE ROVER VELAR 
EXUDES ELEGANT SIMPLICITY. FROM 
OPTIONAL CONFIGURABLE AMBIENT 
INTERIOR LIGHTING TO THE SPLIT SLIDING 
ARMRESTS, EVERY THING HAS BEEN 
DESIGNED AND CRAFTED TO HELP YOU 
AND YOUR PASSENGERS ARRIVE RELAXED. 


— 


ABOVE & BEYOND 


LAND ROVER MINNEAPOLIS 
8905 WAYZATA BLVD, 763 222-2200 
GOLDEN VALLEY MN 55426 landroverminneapolis.com 


2017 Best Premium 


Cruise Line 


2017 Travel Weekly Readers’ 
Choice Awards 


HORIZONS AR 
BROADENED IN 
NAUTICAL MI 


Discover more than 290 destinations 
all seven continents, with leading-ed 
at every turn, globally inspired men 
by our Michelin-starred chef, and s« 
intuitive service. 
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CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS 


It all adds up to make us "Best La 
Cruise Line" for LGBT travelers 
two years running. 


Visit celebrity.com, call 1-888-283-6374, 
or contact your travel agent. 


c 


2016. 


for LGBT Passengers 
MeetMeOnboard.com 
Annual CRUIZIE Awards 


CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS 


@2018 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta an SAIL BEYOND BORDERS 
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HABITATION 


Furnishing + Design 


= 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis 
(612) 822-0865 4317 Excelsior Blvd. St. Louis Park, MN 55416 952.426.3548 
www.jerryaburg.com www.habitationdesign.com | www.designerrehab.com 


TAC ORI 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 


ÅRTHUR S 


= JEWELER — 


OVER 500 RINGS & WEDDING BANDS 
1717 LEXINGTON AVE N, ROSEVILLE MN 
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jewelry | MARGERY 
ое РЕА | SH 


Shops at 

Excelsior & Grand 

3826 Grand Way 

St. Louis Park 

952.922.8364 
www.StyleByMax.com 


M MILLOT & STARKS 


Law OFFICE PLLC 


Estate Planning, 
LGBT+, Civil Litigation 
612-337-9520 


www.millotandstarkslaw.com 


STANDARD 
$ HEATING O 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


State Fair Sale 


Air 
Conditioners 
starting at , 


with purchase of a new high-efficiency furnace 
50 DOWN ° 0% INTEREST 


FOR 25 MONTHS (OAC) 


› Family-Owned Since 1930 


› Smart Club™ Maintenance Plan Heating & Cooling Systeme 


> Service On All Brands м 14-74 


UZ 


Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | sta dardheating. om 


Advertised price is after all discounts and utility rebates. Some restrictions apply. Installation must be completed by 9/3/18 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


| Now Pronounce You 
Stylisn And Fabulous 


From engagement to reception, a lot goes into making a wedding 
as memorable and fabulous as possible. When you plan what to wear, 
where to say "I do", and what kind of fancy cake you're going to get, 
you gotta make sure that everything falls in line with your own per- 
sonal sense of style. 

It's no small feat looking good walking down that aisle and having 
that first dance, so you need as many resources as possible to make 
your nuptials absolutely unforgettable. So allow your good friends at 
Lavender to help out with our 2018 Wedding Style issue! 

'This issue, we take a look at a number of locally-based companies 
that will give you a wedding to remember: we explore the hidden 
gem of a garden-side wedding venue with The Bakken Museum in 


Minneapolis; we tease our sweet tooth with the scrumptious sugary 
surprises of Angel Food Bakery and Amy's Cupcake Shoppe; and we 
learn about some of the latest wedding style trends courtesy of trend 
specialist Sara Rogers. 

Also, Carla Waldemar takes us on a trip to the wonders of the 
Ukraine, John Townsend previews some of the big productions of the 
Minnesota Fringe Festival, and we take a look at a Day In The Life of 
epidemiologist Megan Slater. 

So if you're planning a wedding and you and your partner want to 
make it a day to remember, let the 2018 Wedding Style issue be your 
guide! m 
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YOUR LOVE COMES TO LIFE 


Filled with hope and excitement, this day is yours 
and you deserve an experience that reflects your 
love. Our staff is dedicated to creating an occasion 
that honors the love you share. 


Featuring floor-to-ceiling windows and surrounded 
by breathtaking city views, our iconic dome is the 
perfect backdrop for unforgettable ceremonies and 
receptions. For larger weddings, the Grand Ballroom 
features dramatic 16 foot ceilings, perfect for a 
banquet of up to 350 guests. 


Enhance your special day in the Loring Park 
neighborhood with a complimentary champagne 
toast when you book your wedding at 
Millennium Minneapolis. 


1313 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
*1612.332.6000 
minneapolis.us@millenniumhotels.com 


MILLENNIUM 


MINNEAPOLIS 


NEW GILD 


d Ф 5 I'm ready to start shopping for 
an engagement ring; whom do I 
trusi? 


АА. „ At the local stores, there are 
many people who want to make a 
sale, but very few who want to 
moke art, let alone make an 
educated | diamond shopper. 
There are also many sources of 
"correct information on the 
internet (and some sources of 
not-so-comect information). At 
New Gild, we trust the GIA as our 
primary source. Established in 
1931, The Gemological Institute of 
America is ап independent 
nonprofit that protects the gem 
and jewelry buying public through 
research, education and laborato- 
ry services. They invented the Four 
С, to standardize the language 
of describing diamonds. We're GIA 
trained and use GIA standards to 
evaluate diamonds and help you 
to understand those standards; we 
do not assume that certifications 
by other labs and entities are 
corect. Choose a jeweler with 
these standards. 


- Jen Bellefleur, GIA Graduate Diamonds 
and Pearls, Owner of New Gild Jewelers 


2 ROOSTERS 


" MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


THE EXPERIENCE 


BRINGS YOU BACK # | 


Service Provided 


- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


AVEDA 


The West End 


(763) 546-1140 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFU 


Minnetonka Crossing 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 


(952) 935-0505 


EL. 


Woodbury City Center 
1960 Donegal Dr. 
Woodbury, MN 55125 


(651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: roostersmgc.com/locations 


07 facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


7/708 | 
Uw 


"TY Lt Ad; p v YPP > 
WOLIUNS LASS ГДЕ МАГ го! ЛОТРО d 


RESTAURANT | EVENT CENTER | CATERING 


www.LakeElmolInn:com 


Cruises on the Mississippi 
and Minnesota Rivers 


We specialize in small groups of up to 110 people. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Still Star-Crossed, After All These Years 


I saw West Side Story in 1957. I still have my Playbill. Based on Shake- 
speare's Romeo and Juliet, the drama of star-crossed lovers that opened 
the Guthrie's 2017-2018 season. Their season's finale, fittingly, is West 
Side Story, Montagues and Capulets replaced now by New York 1950's 
gangs Jets and Sharks. 

With an admirable if-it-ain’t-broke-don’t-fix-it approach, director Taj 
hewed to the original script. Some language and actions seem almost 
quaint today, as when the Jets leader, proposing a rumble asserts, *New 
protocality calls for a war council to decide on a weapon," and one won- 
ders whether the Sharks *might ask for bottles or knives or zip guns." 
Times change; the fervor is timeless. Sixty or six hundred years ago, 
"This turf is small but it's all we got," or "Without a gang, you're an or- 
phan," would resonate in many a village or tribe. 

Most lines don't need tweaking to be up to speed today. Officer 
Krupke, one of four adults in the play, pulls rank on a Shark, growling, “I 
got the badge, you got the skin." In “America”, the PR girls counter one 
thinking of going back “home,” with a litany including, “ГЇЇ bring TV to 
San Juan," and the retort, “If there's a current to turn on," and, *Nobody 


knows in America / Puerto Rico's in America." Brilliant, and even more 
chilling in 2018 than 1957. 

'Two astute changes from the original: First, the gang members are 
diversified, emphasizing turf more than ethnicity. Both are outcasts, the 
Sharks merely the lesser of two evils in the eyes of the authorities; and 
the viewer gains a clearer understanding of why these youngsters would 
fight to the death over a patch of tenement street neither owns. 

The second is the "rebooting" of Jerome Robbins' choreography, 
superbly achieved by Maija Garcia. Star class raised to super nova; ex- 
plosive, athletic, balletic, never overwrought or extraneous. At the fatal, 
heart-stopping conclusion of the gangs' rumble the curtain drops for 
Intermission. 

At this point, recounts a friend, a Broadway actor also at the Winter 
Garden Theater in 1957, the fellow seated in front of him turned around. 
It was actor/comedian Paul Lynde, who, in his notorious snarky voice 
cracked, “Ya gonna' stay?" 

'They did. I did. And so will you. 

West Side Story will run at the Guthrie through August 26. ш 


bon] DOL Ay 


410 Oak Grove 
Restaurant 


* The Woman^ Club of Minneapolis’ 
dining room is now open to the public! 


- Enjoy an elegant, delicious American cuisine 
prepared by Chef Michael Abelson 


- Reservations are required for dining. 
RSVP with The Woman’ Club Front Desk 


—— 


410 OAK GROVE STREET + MINNEAPOLIS 
frontdesk@womansclub.org : 612-813-5300 - www.womansclub.org 


Follow Us On Social for Everything 410 Oak Grove! 
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EVENTS & 


CELEBRATIONS 


Host your special event at 
Golden Valley's newest full-service venue 


Centrally located with expansive golf course and sunset views, the 
Bassett Creek Room at Brookview will offer a modern, versatile 
indoor and outdoor space for all occasions. 


Recreation. Relaxation. Celebration. 


BROOKVIEW 


GOLDEN VALLEY 
brookviewgoldenvalley.com 


BROOKVIEW 


BROOKVIEW 


THREE 
backyard GOLF & LAWN BOWLING 
O N E Summer Winter 
The west metro's 18-hole Fat tire biking 
newest indoor S | > Par 3 Cross-country 
playground. Book your Driving range skiing 
birthday party now! BAR: 5 БЕРЕ Lawn bowling Skijouring 
Fire pit Disc golf 
316 Brookview Parkway S, Golden Valley, MN . 763-512-2300 


NOW OPEN! 
Haskell's 


Tho Wine & Cheese Bont 
612-638-0926 


"Haskell's Wine Bar 


- Espresso bar 


-Food 
e Breakfast Sandwiches 
e Gourmet Specialties 
- Paninis 
| Small Plates 


Been 
e Craft & Specialty 


— Wine — 
‚ Best Wine List in Town! 


901 Nicollet Mall 


www.haskellswinebar.com 


The Wine People! 
Haskells.com ° 1-800-486-2434 


AM E R ICAN FAM I LY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis, MN 


American Family Insurance Company 
А American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell@amfam.com 
All your protection under one roof® Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


www.amfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


44 
FROM THE ESTATE ОЕ 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


LARGEST ESTATE COLLECTION OF THE YEAR 
One Day Only ° Event Special Pricing 
Wed. Aug. 15, 11am-7pm 


Featuring Exquisite SINGER 
Antique Jewelry COLLECTION 


The Leader in Estate Jeuelry Events 


1 SCHEHERAZADE 
JEWELERS 


GALLERIA ¢ 69TH & FRANCE ¢ EDINA 
sjewelers.com * 952.926.2455 
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Name: Megan Slater 

Age: 36 

Where did you grow up? Willmar, MN 
Where do you live? St. Paul, MN 


Who do you live with? Currently, my friend/roommate Haley. As of Septem- 
ber 1, I'll be living with my girlfriend Jillian. 


What is your occupation? l'm an epidemiologist working as the project 
director of the Alcohol Epidemiologic Data System, a contract that provides 
support to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), 
which is a part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). We conduct 
research (and provide research support) on the public health implications of 
alcohol use and misuse. 


When did you come out? Age 29 


How'd that go? It went as well as | could have ever imagined, and | have 
been so much happier since then. | feel very lucky to have friends and family 
who are incredibly loving and supportive. 


When do you wake up? Earlier than | need to. Lately it has been around 6 
a.m. when the sun wakes me up. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? No alarm needed generally, but on very 
rare occasions | use my phone alarm. 


What's the first thing you do in the morning? Bathroom, then breakfast! 


Breakfast? Always. My go-to is either plain yogurt with fruit and homemade 
granola or a smoothie. 


Coffee? No. 


Cream or no? On the rare occasion that | have some coffee, yes, | prefer 
cream. 


How do you spend your commute: Walking... to the kitchen 
to grab breakfast and set up my computer because | work 
remotely from home full time. 


If your job were like a yearbook, what would you be 
voted? (Class clown, best dressed, most annoying, 
etc.) Best email communicator. 


What inspires you? People who love life and share 
their positive energy with the world. Being around 
people like that inspires me to be a better human. 


Do you eat your lunch while working or take a 
break? Take a break 


Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? Tidy 


What's been your favorite job? My 
current gig is hard to top. | can work 
from anywhere, put my six years of 
graduate education to good use, 
and get paid more than | ever 
thought | would. 


Who are your heroes? 
The positive, inspiring 
people in my life that | 
mentioned above. 
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Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, or cook in? Cook in. | love cook- 
ing. 


Most embarrassing moment: | honestly can't think of one. No doubt I’ve had 
my fair share of embarrassing moments over the years, but nothing really 
Sticks out in my memory as being more embarrassing. 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? Getting my exercise on, fol- 
lowed by cooking dinner and catching up on some Hulu/Netflix (The Hand- 
maid's Tale is a current favorite). 


Bedtime: Usually between 10 and 11 p.m. 


Favorite weekend activity: Doing something active outside with friends or 
family. 


What are you most proud of and why? 
The first things that came to my mind 
were the typical personal accom- 

plishments that one might consider, 
like earning a PhD or playing college 
softball (Go Bison!), but if I'm hon- 
est, the "why" behind these things 
seems inadequate. | think I'm most 
proud of the way l've treated the 
people in my life with respect and 
love. | know I've fallen short on this 
many times (mostly with annoying 
strangers), but overall, | think 
l've done a fairly good job of 
this. Why am | proud of this? 
Because this world can be 
a pretty cruel place to live 
in at times, and any time 
someone treats another 
person with kindness, 
it makes the world a 
little bit better. 


Words of wis- 
dom to share: 
| think the 
answer above 
sums it up 
quite well. 
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“RESULTS Ë = 


612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.ScottBelcher.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


) Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, 
family of origin, abuse, trauma, 
coming out issues, life transitions, 


addictions, clinical supervision. 


Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 
Office: (651) 783-5656 


2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


SB BRAD BEMOWSKI 


651-368-6761 
brad@cbburnet.com 
bradbemowski.com 


СА Your Dreams. 
My Priority. 


COLDWCLL 
BANKGR Ü 


BURNET 


Q Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. [R 


unity! Р 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(851) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


[INSURANCE] 


"A 
75 THRIVENT 


FINANCIAL* 


What Is Your Enough? 
Patti Powell 


| Financial Associate 


Twin Cities Region 


Office: 763-252-4447 

9220 Bass Lake Rd. Suite 385 
New Hope MN 55428 

Email: patti. powell@thrivent.com 


Lavender Magazine ` lavrnag - Jul 10 
Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 


leaving them behind? ow.ly/Psjo (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine ĉlavmag · Jul 10 
Lui] More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 


ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/PsOXj (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine ®lavmag · Jul 10 
It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 


spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by @JoyEstelle) 


1 


Amy ск, RE/MAX Ets 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 


COLDWCLL 
BANKCRG 


BURNET aa 


“The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve” 


š 


Mariuntoerinela 
Fun Experience, Serious Resis. 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


ee Lal 
Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


CHANHASSEN DINNER 
THEATERS CONCERT SERIES 


Memories - The Music of Barbra Streisand 
Aug. 17 & 18 

Rumours & Dreams: The Music of Fleetwood Mac 
Aug. 23-25 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Fireside Theatre 
501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 

952-934-1525 

www.chanhassendt.com 


'Two very different but very beautiful mu- 
sical styles will be performed by terrific fe- 
male vocalists in the Chanhassen Dinner The- 
atres’ Fireside space for the Concert Series. 
The wonderful Patty Peterson rises to the 
challenge of *Babs" with some of Barbra Strei- 
sand's biggest hits, such as People from early 
in her career when she made had her mark 
on Broadway with Funny Girl; Evergreen, the 
Oscar-winning tune from A Star is Born; to 
what is one of the Great One's unrecognized 
great renditions: the theme song from her un- 
derrated 1970 film, On a Clear Day You Can 
See Forever. 

In striking contrast, a week later, the tal- 
ented Pamela McNeill, Mary Jane Alm, and 
Jeff Engholm vivify the mystical and ram- 
bunctious sounds of Fleetwood Mac. Remem- 
ber when the group performed the rousing 
“Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow" at the 
Clinton Inaugural bash 25 years ago as a sign 
of hope and optimism? And few rock groups 
of the time captured the ethereal sense ex- 
pressed so magnetically in tunes like “Gypsy”, 
"Rhiannon", and the echoes sung by Stevie 
Nicks in contrast to the perfect forefront vo- 
cals by Christine McVie. And of course, that 
most magical tune, "Sara". АП of these dreamy 
numbers are among those slated to be per- 
formed. 


HAND TO GOD 
Through Aug. 19 
Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 
www jungletheater.com 

'This Best Play nominee for the 2015 Tony 
Award is receiving its area premiere at the 
Jungle Theater. Playwright Robert Askins pits 
his seemingly low-key teen protagonist, Jason, 
against the youth's small town pastor, as well 
as a bully. His weapon: a foul-mouthed puppet 
he manipulates to vent his dismay over the 
status quo. Indeed, this is not what the local 
Christian Puppet Ministry had in mind! Riley 
O'Toole played Jason to acclaim in Salt Lake 
City last year, and reprises his role in Minne- 
apolis under the direction of the Jungle's Resi- 
dent Director Christina Baldwin. 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Concert Series. Photo 
courtesy of Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 


Hand to God has been compared to the 
musical The Book of Mormon for its passive- 
aggressive take on conservative Christianity 
in middle-America. (Some of course, don't see 
Mormonism as Christian, but that's another 
discussion.) Opinions range on Askins' intent 
but it is generally agreed that he effectively cre- 
ates a vivid characterization of a suppressed id 
underneath Jason's fragile ego. The play has 
also been noted as an examination of teenager 
with a serious personality disorder—the role is 
obviously quite a challenge for the actor, who 
must also be skilled in sock puppetry. 

Other cast members are Tracey Malo- 
ney, Kris Nelson, Eric Sharp, and C.Michael 
Menge. Hand to God also reflects issues of 
grief and financial duress. Its selection for the 
Jungle's season demonstrates the theater's 
commitment to contemporary plays that have 
received national recognition in other cities. 
Askins' play also won the Off-Broadway Alli- 
ance for Best New Play. 


THE LEGEND OF GEORGIA 
MCBRIDE 
Through Aug. 26 
Guthrie Proscenium, 818 S. 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 

The art of drag has come under attack on 
two fronts: feminists who call it a mockery of 
women and social conservatives who want 
gender codes to be strictly codified. However, 
drag is an irrepressible force that emerges 
throughout human history. In recent decades, 
thanks to more liberal attitudes around cross- 
dressing and what was once called “transves- 
tism", drag has become more mainstream. 
Moreover, market capitalism is a driving force 
behind that, as evidenced dollars spent in 


service of the many profit streams that drag 
provides. 

In this vein, it has also come to be revealed 
that there is a pool of cisgender men, many of 
whom are primarily heterosexual, into cross- 
dressing. Beyond that, there are cisgender 
men who are primarily attracted only to those 
who do drag or are transgender, as reviewed 
in this column just over two years for the docu- 
mentary Finding Vogue Moran. As interest in 
drag and profits increase, it seems to be taking 
its place as a solid mainstream institution. This 
is something unimaginable a generation ago. 

Playwright Matthew Lopez seems to have 
an instinct for this progression with his come- 
dy-drama The Legend of Georgia McBride, now 
in its area premiere at the Guthrie Theater. 
The play's protagonist, Casey (Jayson Speters), 
is an Elvisimpersonator in the Florida pan- 
handle. Unfortunately, he loses his gig and the 
rent is due and his wife is pregnant! Therefore, 
necessity demands a shift in perspective if he 
is to continue a solid career in show biz. His 
solution: seizing a lucky break to do drag in a 
straight bar not located in a large metropolitan 
area. Let's face it: money talks. 

The Big G's new Associate Artistic Di- 
rector Jeffrey Meanza has helmed the pro- 
scenium staging. He shares, “I am so taken 
with this play's joyous spirit, keen wit and big 
heart. I am surprised and inspired by how the 
play never apologizes for what it sets out to ac- 
complish: to imagine a world where the most 
unlikely cast of characters finds a way to build 
something together in the most unexpected 
places." 


The 

Legend 

of Georgia (igh 
McBride : 


The Legend of Georgia McBride. Image courtesy of 
Guthrie Theater 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


MAMMA MIA! 

Through Aug. 5 

Ordway Center, 345 Washington St., St. Paul 
651-224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Mamma Mia! Here we go again! But wait! 
The buzz is that the Ordway’s in house produc- 
tion is very different than any previous produc- 
tion you've seen of the ABBA musical! Three 
great singer-actresses—Erin Schwab and Ann 
Michels of the Twin Cities and Christine Sher- 
rill of the Las Vegas production—play the cen- 
tral trio of women in midlife crisis. Moreover, 
the Ordway’s in-house productions are without 
exception, Broadway caliber as was in evidence 
with their revivals of Damn Yankees and Beau- 
ty and the Beast, among others. 

Rod Kaats, Ordway Producing Artistic Di- 
rector, says of Mamma Mia!: “We've assem- 
bled a group of artists from the Twin Cities 
and beyond who are nothing short of amaz- 
ing. Our stage production opens just as the 
movie sequel premieres and with new ABBA 
songs coming out—it's like ‘ABBA mania’ is 
spreading across the country! But nothing 
leaves audiences feeling as exhilarated as a 


live stage musical—this show is so fun that it's 
gonna blow the roof off the Ordway!" 

It just so happens that ensemble member 
Joshua James Campbell is a favorite Twin Cit- 
ies actor of both musicals and straight plays. 
His first union show was actually Mamma 
Mia! 13 years ago. He also played one of the 
musicals young romantic male characters, 
Sky, in Las Vegas. This time around, as an en- 
semble member azd understudy for the male 
leads at the Ordway, Campbell tells us, "It's 
fun to revisit with all new staging. And very 
fun to have moved up in age where I now un- 
derstudy the Dads! This is a completely dif- 
ferent staging from the Mamma Mia! that 
everyone has seen. From the costumes, to the 
cast number, to the set, to the choreography 
and blocking—everything is new and excit- 
ing. There is a focus on all of the ensemble 
members to flesh out characters. Not just 
a mob of chorus people, but characters with 
their own story lines on the Greek Island. The 
voices in this show are phenomenal. We were 
reminded on or first day of rehearsal that this 
show was conceived by a woman, directed by 
a woman, and stars four very strong women." 


He adds, “I mean, I dance in flippers and a wet 
suit! What's not to enjoy?" 


LEGALLY BLONDE 
Through August 19 
Bloomington Center for the Arts 
1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington 
952-563-8575 
www.artistrymn.org 

Most people know it as the movie that ex- 
ponentially increased the star power of Reese 
Witherspoon. But Legally Blonde was also 
adapted into a major stage musical that may 
end up becoming a classic in its own right. At 
Bloomington Center for the Arts, Artistry has 
cast the talented Angela Steele in the lead role 
of sorority sister Elle Woods. When left by her 
ambitious boyfriend, she leaves California and 
follows him to Harvard Law School. She wants 
that ring on her finger, and boy is she deter- 
mined. The legendary Anita Ruth directs the 
show's musical blend of pop and traditional 
Broadway style. Angela Timberman, renowned 
as an accomplished actress—especially in com- 
edy—is directing the show. The extraordinary 
Joel Sass can always be counted on for a memo- 
rable set design. в 
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Marvel Ann and other Queer Icons Return to the 25th Annual Fringe Festival – 


ALONG WITH TALENTED 
YOUNGER ARTISTS AS WELL! 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 
ЕЕЕ: 


The 2018 Minnesota Fringe Festival sees the return of three beloved 
performers who gave us some of the event's most iconic queer performanc- 
es in years past: Minneapolitan Heidi Arneson, "Les from Los Angeles", and 
Dennis LeFebvre, whose Marvel Ann Theatre has been one of the nation's 
great ensembles in the realm of camp satire. Not to mention direction from 
Obie-award winner David Drake. 

Fringe also features other queer-oriented work, ranging from the bibli- 
cal to Old Hollywood to an alcoholic gay son's relationship with his mother. 
Other pieces dealing with immigration, women's history, sex work, and nu- 
clear power are also good bets for engaging performances if you're looking 
for work that challenges what some would call the status quo. 

Fringe, as always, takes place at numerous Twin Cities venues and each 
show is scheduled at various times and lasts under an hour. That means you 
can binge on several shows in case you're so inclined. 


DANGEROUS WHEN WET: BOOZE, SEX, AND MY MOTHER 
Augsburg Studio 
625 22nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Writer-performer Jamie Brickhouse draws from numinous fictional icons 
beloved in the gay community over a generation ago: gritty Mama Rose from 
Gypsy and the ultra-vivacious Auntie Mame. His solo show draws from his 
personal battle with alcoholism. Brickhouse says, "By reliving on stage the 
highs—loss of virginity in Acapulco and drunk dialing Peggy Lee—and 
lows—an alcoholic suicide attempt inspired by Joan Crawford in Humor- 
esque that made and nearly unmade me, it reminds me of my promise to 
myself to stay sober." He says that "gay men and mothers of gay men seem 
to love my show." Directed by David Drake, known for his OBIE-winning 
AIDS crisis solo piece, The Night Larry Kramer Kissed Me. 


DREAMING 
Southern Theater 
1420 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Acclaimed dancer Gabriel Mata moves with ethereal fluidity. With the 
solo piece, Dreaming, he says that "the work delves deep beyond images 
and sensations occurring in a person's mind during sleep—it intertwines 
experiences of being a Dreamer (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals). 
The work exposes the psychological and mental results that accompany 
immigrants' trauma with wit, leaps, kicks and unpredictability. The dance 
shuffles through episodes that expose psychology between living experi- 
ences, aspirations, and dreams." 


I NEVER KNOCK 
Augsburg Mainstage 
625 22nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Director-writer John Ervin has created a bisexual lead character named 
Rebecca Belvedere, reminiscent of Tallulah Bankhead, who is actually open 
about her orientation between the 1920s апа '50s. (Bankhead and playwright 
Tennessee Williams were rare examples being un-closeted in a homophobic 
era.) Her ex-husband is actually openly gay, but conflict ensues when they 
both compete for the attention of a young up-and-coming male star. Add- 
ing to the mix is a trans stage manager who is, in fact, legally married to a 
stagehand. Ervin's perspectives reflect how suppressed sexual orientation 
and gender identity were compelled to exist over half a century ago. I Never 


Knoch is an opportunity to grasp just how radically things have changed. We 
can ask: what was lost and what has been gained? It reminds us there is a 
whole unspoken queer history that we can never really know. 


ITCHY TINGLES 
Rarig Center Xperimental 
330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Heidi Arneson was one of the major iconoclastic performance artists in 
the Twin Cities during the 1990s. Her kooky satirical approach was and is 
her aesthetic signature. She gained a following from performances at the 
Walker Art Center, Patrick's Cabaret, and the Cedar-Riverside People's Cen- 
ter. Arneson was and still is fascinated by girlhood: its biological mysteries 
and unspoken curiosities. With her latest, she portrays the acute awareness 
of the phobia held by many grownups that implies little girls are not to kiss 
one another on the lips. Her eagerly awaited Itchy Tingles looks into the fear 
of monsters, the secrets of reproduction, and the possibility of impending 
death during a hot summer on a Midwestern lake. 

This one-of-a-kind writer-performer is renowned specifically for her zany 
personification of girls’ behaviors as shown in her solo work and her stage 
comedy, Bloodymerryammyparty. At the Fringe, she will be accompanied 
by classical guitarist Tony Hauser’s live arrangements of Spanish composer 
Isaac Albeniz. Rebelliousness and the joy of being guileless will surely reign. 
How could it not when the setting is a lost land where kids are said to run 
naked and swim free and where fathers burst with hot lava? Arneson muses 
on myths of sex and propriety and of the concepts of Good and Evil. 


JEANETTE RANKIN: CHAMPION OF PERSISTENCE 
Augsburg Studio 
625 22nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Writer-performer J Emily Peabody relates, “Jeanette Rankin, the first 
woman elected to Congress from Montana in 1916, voted against both world 
wars and challenged injustice at every turn of her 93 years of life. She was 
full of passion for justice, a thorn in the side of the establishment, a cham- 
pion of the poor and labor, a fighter for reform, and a dedicated true peace 
activist. She was personable with a wry sense of humor. You must meet her.” 


KABOOM 
Rarig Center Thrust 
330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Sheep Theater, one of the Twin Cities’ notable newer small theater compa- 
nies, takes on ideas drawn from myth and ideas that are bigger than life. And 
what could be any bigger, yet horrifically possible, than nuclear destruction? 
Kaboom imagines a President who retaliates recklessly using atomic missiles. 
The gifted composer John Hilsen says he “plans on complimenting the high 
intensity of the show with music inspired from thrillers of the 1960s.” 


SUMMERS IN PRAGUE 
Rarig Center Arena 
330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Kimberly Miller is directing a Sidecar Theatre and Chameleon Theatre 
Circle co-production that deals with a controversial subject. Summers in 
Prague by Milwaukee’s Deanna Strasse involves a 35-year-old female Eng- 
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lish teacher, played by Samantha Papke, who gets a sudden uncharacteristic 
fancy to hire a male escort played by Avi Aharoni. Conventional thought as- 
serts that it is men who hire escorts, rather than women. And there's prob- 
ably truth to this. Nonetheless, it's not talked about much so we don't know 
what we don't know. Therefore, Strasse is taking us into uncharted territory. 
The two featured actors are known locally for their fine performances with 
the Classical Actors Ensemble. 


VERTOGRAPH 
Rarig Center Thrust 
330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Camp creative genius, Dennis LeFebvre, is thrilled about what he re- 
lates is the “reboot of a Marvel Ann Theatre's 2004 comedy/adventure about 
an unhinged 1960s housewife who is catapulted to the Fourth Dimension 
in a desperate search for her children. Then she comes to grips with her 
daughter's budding sexuality, her homophobia towards her son (What's the 
S's for?) and her role as 'Mrs.Ted Anderson'. Underneath the absurdities of 
galactic cheerleaders, erupting volcanoes, and ghosts, lies a message about 
the limited choices of women in the Kennedy era, and how having an iden- 
tity outside the confines of homemaking was considered an act of defiance." 

LeFebvre's past Fringe gems include Funny Sound of Music Girl, The 
Bee-Lievers, a sordid tale of cultish lesbian bee-worshipers, and The Secret 
Life of Kitty Williams in which LeFebvre himself seemed to have miraculous- 
ly channeled both Susan Hayward and Shelly Winters into his very biology! 
We're talking right out of John Waters and then some! And did I mention his 
Battle Ax Galactica? 

He observes, "It's interesting, how as we move further and further away 
from the AIDS epidemic, how drag has not only come back out of the closet, 
itis as mainstream as apple pie." 


WALKING WHILE BLACK IN MOSCOW 
Ritz Studio 
345 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
Les Kurkendaal from Los Angeles has delighted Minnesota Fringe audi- 


ences many times over the past several years with his hilarious insights on 
the intersection between blackness and gayness. His latest relates yet an- 
other remarkable personal experience. This time, it's about going to a coun- 
try known for institutionalized homophobia and counting one's blessings for 
being an American citizen. Kurkendaal shares that "traveling to Russia was 
a very eye opening experience. By seeing the way that gays and lesbians 
are treated there, it made me realize all of the things I take for granted liv- 
ing as a gay man in the U.S. Here I can be married. In Russia you have to 
keep your relationship a secret. Here I can be out and proud. In Russia, if 
someone finds out you are gay, you can lose your job and your home. Here 
we have RuPaul's Drag Race. In Russia, a drag queen can be put in prison 
for performing in drag. It definitely.made me appreciate the life that I have 
here in the U.S." 


THE WOMYN'S MYSTERIES 
Minnsky Theater 
1517 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

Chava Curland has been an active contributor to queer and feminist the- 
ater in the Twin Cities. Influenced by the structure of medieval mystery and 
biblical morality plays, she taps into Judeo-Christian archetypes to create 
See-Saw Theatre Lab's inaugural piece, The Womyn's Mysteries. It portrays 
leaders, lover, killers, mothers, rebels, and prophets. Curland states that 
"the definition of what it means to be a woman is constantly changing as time 
passes. In the last year alone, the discussion around women's roles, identity, 
and power have been consistently at the forefront—especially in light of the 
#MeToo movement, continued discussion about racial inequality /exclusion 
in feminism, and increased visibility in the LGBTQA+ community. Through 
taking these biblical archytypes, and then exploring, bending, expanding, 
and pushing beyond them, we're creating a platform where we can begin to 
unpack the challenges and shifting roles women- face today." 


MINNESOTA FRINGE FESTIVAL 
Through Aug. 12 
www.fringefestival.org Bi 
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TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTO BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Craving Ukraine 


Want to spend your European vacation in a 
land where everyone speaks English; tourists 
outnumber locals; and restaurants offer menus 
in five languages? Then skip this story. If, how- 
ever, you relish discovering the hot spot of to- 
morrow before the KFCs and Hiltons invade, 
then inscribe Ukraine on your bucket list. 

It’s kinda, sorta, Russia-lite. In fact, it was 
ruled by Russia—then, after driving out the 
Nazis, by the Soviets until achieving indepen- 
dence in 1991. But hold the applause. After Pu- 
tin grabbed back the portion called Crimea, the 
country's pro-EU and pro-Russia factors skir- 
mished until quite recently, halting tourist visits. 

Until now. 

After a four-year hiatus, today it's safe— 
and wonderful—to visit. But because the infra- 
structure is still a bit dicey, the best way to do 
sois via a Viking River Cruise. Which I jumped 
on, the moment the “Kiev to the Black Sea" 
voyage hit my computer's inbox: ten days of 
meandering along the Dnieper River with 160 
other passengers, taking advantage of Viking's 
many customer-forward amenities: compli- 
mentary wine and beer with meals. A menu 
that highlights Ukrainian specialties—borscht, 
chicken Kiev—as well as Chateaubriand, burg- 
ers and salmon. Lounging on the sun deck. 
Nightly entertainment (including an evening 
of Ukrainian pop singers). Free internet. Free 
daily excursions, led by friendly, informative 
guides. And the list goes on. 

The company has (admirably) hired Ukrai- 
nians to work the ship, from our sweet and 
sassy dining room servers (“No dessert," said 
a friend. “Ha!” responded Irina in beyond-flu- 
ent English, “For you, double-double-double!") 
to bus drivers and tour guides (the first such 
pair named Boris and Natasha. Really) to a 
cabin-cleaning crew so swift that my pajamas 
were folded beneath my pillow before I hit the 
lavish breakfast buffet. They greeted us on our 
return from excursions with sweet treats. Lec- 
tures explained the country's rich and tumul- 
tuous history. Lessons in the Cyrillic alphabet 
encouraged my lame attempts. 

We started in Odessa, a muscular working 
port anchoring the Black Sea, where Soviet oli- 
garchs came to play in the sun. Russia's Cath- 
erine the Great recognized this advantageous 
location and ordered her French pal, Cardinal 
Richelieu, to map out a city. His toga-wearing 
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A solemn monument to the enforced famine caused by 
Joseph Stalin in the 1930s 


statue stands at the top of a huffing climb up 
Potemkin staircase (named for the general 
who was her lover—familiar to fans of the mov- 
ie classic, Battleship Potemkin.) Pushkin later 
lived here; so did Tchaikovsky. 

That same Slavic composer was featured 
at the ultra-Baroque Opera House, where we 
mingled with local ballet lovers to enjoy Swan 
Lake. The next day, a city tour climaxed at Our 
Savior Cathedral, ruined by Stalin’s orders and 
today lovingly rebuilt, down to the very last 
icon, lit by candles of the faithful. Outside, it’s 
ringed by stalls of vendors offering everything 
from stacking dolls to “bitch blenkets” for use 
on the river’s sandy shores. We also looked for 
the promised river “rabbits” until we figured 
out that “rapids” were ahead. (Hey, their Eng- 
lish is one hundred percent better than my 
Ukrainian, where I mastered only a couple of 
vital words: restaurant and toilet.) 

We seized our leisure time to explore Odes- 
sa’s shopping street, peering into boutiques, 
discovering a supermarket that rivals Kowals- 
ki’s, where I purchased bottles of vodka for $1. 

We toured Odessa’s art museum, a former 
palace, as it traced its artists’ thinking from 
ornate icons through the Wanderers—who re- 
jected stuffy Classicism in the early 1900s to 
record real life—on to Impressionist spin-offs 
and contempo statements. Another tour took 
us into labyrinths called the catacombs—origi- 
nally occupied by bandits, then as WW II hide- 
outs for the Resistance: schoolroom, hospital, 
dorms, kitchen—bold with slogans like “Blood 
for blood, death for death.” 

But Odessa’s Jews had nowhere to hide. 
A pogrom of 1905—the most hideous of 
many—exterminated 2,500, later topped 
by Romanian Nazi conquerors’ murder of 


120,000. Of 66 synagogues, two today (which 
we visited) are active. 

Casting off at midnight, we sailed calm wa- 
ters through forests ripe with birdsong, past 
anglers casting from docks and kids cannon- 
balling into the water as we approached Za- 
porozhye, a lively city of 750,000. In a park 
where once Lenin’s statue menaced, young 
moms gossiped while their toddlers played. 

The river divides around a forested island, 
home of a replica settlement of Cossack out- 
laws. We peeked into its medieval armory— 
original helmets, swords, muskets—their 
barracks, the leader’s opulent home (fur bed- 
spread) and a wooden stave church where 
these early Christians prayed to icons. 

On the opposite side of the island, Cossack 
stuntmen of today put on a show of daredevil 
riding feats, like hanging upside-down from a 
saddle as their ponies galloped at warp speed. 
Whip-cracking tricks and hokey jokes, too. It’s 
crazy fun. 

Our next stop, Dnipro, is known for rocket 
engineering, but its touristic payload is its his- 
tory. Intriguing exhibits at the National His- 
tory Museum include idol-like stone images 
of 700 A.D., on to chainmail of medieval times, 
and the ornate costumes of Catherine’s court. 
Nearby looms Transfiguration Cathedral. 
Catherine laid its cornerstone and Stalin trans- 
formed it into a Museum of Atheism. Today, 
ladies in headscarves light candles once again. 

Perhaps they were praying for the recent 
fallen. An open-air diorama brings home the 
destruction of 2014’s revolution: burnt ambu- 
lances, shelled tanks, charred ruins and sto- 
ries of brave civilians, who supplied the rebels 
with food, clothes, ammunition—and even 
drove them to the front line. 

On a free afternoon, we wandered the main 
drag, looking for the new Menorah Center. 
Stopping at a hotel for directions, we were 
offered a “better” map from the Soviet era— 
never mind that where we stood was no longer 
Karl Marx Avenue. A high-school lad proffered 
directions, then volunteered to accompany us 
to the center, now a social service outpost for 
the (tiny) surviving Jewish community. The 
glorious Golden Rose Synagogue of past days 
shines as its centerpiece. Scholars with curling 
forelocks and black yarmulkes continued their 
scripture lessons as I gazed on the Holy Ark. 


TRAVEL 


The ship next anchored at Kremenchug, a 
town “unusual because it's usual," explained 
Nina, our guide: parents pushing strollers in 
the park (where, of course, once Lenin's stat- 
ue loomed), teenagers moving to the blast of 
boom boxes. A Viking perk on every voyage in- 
cludes a visit to a local family's home, and here 
we met the matriarch's grandkids and feasted 
on her homemade slivovitz and pastries as she 
answered our many questions about how life 
goes on today. 

Finally! Kiev, the capitol itself! We docked 
aside a festive esplanade—merry go round, 
Ferris wheel, sidewalk cafes, beanbag chairs 
for snuggling couple—and for the first time 
on our voyage, spotted a few fellow tourists. 
(There's even a McDonald's.) In Kiev's 12th- 
century Golden Age, the city was twice as big 
as London. 

Today, shiny new high-rises of oligarchs 
rise amidst the usual grim apartment blocks 
of Soviet times. The city's emblem is the shin- 
ing Baroque cathedral called St. Sophia, which 
avoided Stalin's destruction by serving as a 
museum. Today its gilded doors, glowing icons 
and frescoes enrobing every surface broadcast 
beauty once again. On another hilltop, a collage 
of monastic buildings circles Lavra Cathedral, 
where severe saints gaze upward at Christ and 
Archangels high in the dome. 

We ventured into the countryside to stroll 
through an open-air history lesson—thatched- 
roof homes of centuries past gathered on the 
site in a reconstructed village, centered around 
a glorious wooden stave church. 

Then, onward to World War II and a far more 
grisly setting: the notorious Babi Yar—a deep 
ravine where Nazis force-marched 150,000 local 
Jews to line up for execution. Today trees have 
grown up, monuments have been erected, and 
a Holocaust Museum is in the planning stage. 
We return to the town's Jewish neighborhood 
to visit a synagogue where, once again, life has 
taken root. Moms from the adjacent apartment 
complex gather to watch their kids and ply them 
with ice cream cones. 

A gala Captain's Dinner, then time to trade 
addresses with our ship's new friends, bid good- 
bye to sassy Irina and her crew, and head to 
the airport—already planning our next magical 
cruise. For information, visit VikingRiverCruis- 
es.com to put your dreams in motion, too. B 
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The Bakken Museum offers special «garden-side» weddings to make saying 
«l do». all that more unique. Photo by.Julie Dukowitz 


Be A Bakken Bride 
(Or Groom 


Get hitched at the Bakken Museum gardén-side venue. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The Bakken Museum, a Smithsonian affiliate, is known for its world- 
class collection of historic medical and scientific instruments as well as 
books, journals, and manuscripts. What is less known to many is that the 
Bakken Museum doubles as one of the most beautiful and unique wed- 
ding venues in the area. 

Located in the historic West Winds mansion on Bde Maka Ska, the 
Bakken Museum has been providing a beautiful wedding landscape to 
newlyweds for over 25 years. With a focus on science and nature in its 
museum, it’s no wonder that the Bakken Museum’s wedding venue in- 
corporates elements from the surrounding landscape. 

“The Bakken Museum is surrounded by beautiful landscaping and 
stunning examples of nature, including three distinctive gardens. The 
Florence Bakken Medicinal Garden curves around the museum’s west 
side. Inspired by medieval European ‘physic’ gardens, it features me- 
dicinal plantings and a rock fountain with aquatic plants. Garden-side 
weddings are typically hosted in this serene courtyard space framed by 
a pergola entwined with flowers,” says Angela Julin, manager of events 
and public operations. 

Additionally, guests are welcome to explore the Dakota Native Plants 


Garden encompassing the wetlands area on the east side of the muse- 
um. Julin says it’s common to spy deer and other wildlife grazing on the 
plants and trees. 

“The mansion itself was built in 1929, and features Gothic-Tudor sty- 
listic influences with architectural details unique to the property that are 
a must-see,” she says. 

Julin says the Bakken Museum is an ideal venue for anyone to get 
hitched. Inclusive to all, the Bakken Museum has hosted several GLBT 
weddings, and they encourage more GLBT lovebirds to check out their 
venue and consider making it their spot to say “I do.” 

“We strive to be an inclusive community space and welcome all to 
celebrate with us,” Julin says. 

The Bakken Museum boasts the ability to comfortably and suitably 
host a variety of different weddings, regardless of personal style or vision 
of the couple. Because of its outdoor setting, the Bakken Museum’s gar- 
den-side weddings are perfect for any wedding, whether it be elegant and 
formal or natural and casual. With the lake, a number of gardens, and the 
beautiful historic mansion, it’s hard to find a wedding style that would look 
out of place amongst the lush greenery and breathtaking scenery. 
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David Beccue and Mark McKone were just one of many GLBT couples married at the 
Bakken. Photo by Julie Dukowitz 


"The Bakken Museum is located in uptown on Bde Maka Ska; how- 
ever, our grounds and facility offer guests the chance to enjoy an outdoor 
wedding, reminiscent of the English Countryside, without leaving the 
city," Julin says. ^We are able to accommodate many unique scenarios 
with our variety of room rentals to provide everything from intimate ex- 
periences to full-mansion fetes." 

'Though the Bakken Museum is suitable for essentially any and every 
wedding type, Julin says one thing couples don't need to spend too much 
time or money on is decorations, because the venue itself is littered with 
decorations: natural ones. 

^We often find that due to the intrinsic beauty of the property, 
there is minimal need for decorations, which allows the venue to 
speak for itself, and saves couples time to enjoy their special day! Our 
rental pricing is all inclusive, so there are no hidden charges, and we 


The Bakken Museum, located in Minneapolis, is a science museum that also offers 
venue rentals, including garden-side weddings. Photo by KatieThering 


take time to get to know each of our couples and their families to pro- 
vide the best possible experience for all," Julin says. “We also aren't 
limited to specific caterers, and allow our guests to truly customize 
their special day." 

Whether you're looking to get hitched in a casual outdoor setting 
with a few of your closest friends and family or tie the knot in a sea of 
people with the most elegant and glamorous wedding you can imagine, 
the Bakken Museum is a perfect location for you. Embrace Minnesota's 
few-but-fierce summer months with an outdoor wedding at the Bakken 
Museum, and show your guests how to enjoy the views of Bde Maka Ska 
like never before. 

For more information about the Bakken Museum and its wedding 
venue, visit their website at thebakken.org or explore their social media 
@thebakkenmuseum. 


We've always been on your side. Now let us 
stand at your side. There is no day like your 
Wedding Day, to stay true to you. 


To learn more about ceremonies, celebrations or lovefests with 
Kimpton Grand Hotel contact Jill Galera at (612) 373-0411 
or email Jill. Galera@kimptonhotels.com 
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Angel Food Bakery has been 

a popular source of wedding — 
desserts and catering for the 
local GLBT community. Photo 
byTravis Anderson Photo 


Owners of Amy's Cupcake Shoppe and Angel Food Bakery & Donut 
Bar share their baking backgrounds and philosophies. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 
jeux 


Dessert can truly transform where you are. One bite of lemon pound 
cake with a light lemon icing drizzle, and I'm back in third grade eating 
my mom's homemade recipe at my big sister's birthday party. Whether 
we choose to dress up or strip down our desserts, one thing remains the 
same: the memories. 

Katy Gerdes, owner of Angel Food, and Amy Brace, owner of Amy's 
Cupcake Shoppe, have a lot in common. Not only are they both owners 
of two GLBT-friendly bakeries in the metro, but they've both also fallen 
completely head-over-heels in love with the art of baking. 

Though Gerdes didn't get her start in baking, she eventually found it 
when she realized she was unhappy with her current life in the fashion 
industry. 

"[ went to school for apparel design at Rhode Island School of Design 
and started a career as a fashion designer, designing for Target and Kohl's, 
as well as freelancing and working on my own line, and I even competed 
on season three of Project Runway," Gerdes says. "After realizing that 
I wasn't in love with the fashion industry, I made the difficult choice to 
change careers and pursue my love of baking. With no schooling or formal 
training, I started to get jobs as assistant baker and worked my way up to 
head pastry chef for Hell's Kitchen restaurant in Minneapolis. After four 
years designing menus and building a bakery program for Hell's Kitchen, 
I opened my own bakery in 2012, Angel Food Bakery & Donut Bar." 

Since then, Gerdes has found great success with her bakery and do- 
nut bar. She says they've been called one of the country's *coolest urban 
bakeries," and they now have a second location at the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport, making them the first-ever 100-percent-from- 
scratch bakery in the airport. 

Gerdes says much of their clientele are in the GLBT community, 


though it's hard to say how many of her clientele are because they've be- 
come such a strong backbone to her company. One of Angel Food's most 
iconic creations has even become a symbol of the GLBT community. 

“When we opened, we started making rainbow layered cakes. They 
were not specifically for “сау weddings' but that became a popular option. 
I sat down with a wedding tasting one time, and the women very hesi- 
tantly said, “It's a gay wedding, and we would love if you could make us 
a wedding cake, but does it have to be the rainbow cake?’ I couldn't help 
it and started to laugh and said, 'Of course not! How about we just make 
you a wedding cake, and it can be whatever kind you want," Gerdes says. 

Overall, Gerdes says her baking style incorporates comforting 
elements of classic baked goods with fun designs and whimsical fla- 
vors, such as her French cruller glazed with honey, rosemary, and 
brown-butter or her peanut butter cookie spiced up with curry powder, 
white chocolate, and potato chips. 

"Flavor is always the priority, but I also try to bring some of my de- 
sign background into baking to create treats that are almost too pretty 
to eat,” she says. 

Like Gerdes, baking has always been Brace’s one true love that took 
a little time to find. Having been baking with her mother since she was 
a little girl, baking had always been a strong part of Brace’s life, but she 
says she actually grew up wanting to be a doctor. 

“I always wanted to be a doctor and eventually became a CT Tech- 
nologist at the University of Minnesota Hospital for ten years. I started 
watching Cupcake Wars and would practice new recipes and bring them 
in to work. People would always say how good they were and suggested 
maybe I should do that instead. So I did,” Brace says. “I started making 
cupcakes and cakes for friends and family and did my first wedding cake 
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in 2014. That year, I also did the Minnetonka 
Farmers Market and started to grow my cus- 
tomer base. I did five weddings that year and 
grew to 36 weddings the next year. In 2016, I 
opened my first brick-and-mortar shop in Hop- 
kins right on Main Street." 

Like Angel Food, Amy's Cupcake Shoppe 
makes everything from scratch. Brace says 
you can always tell when something is home- 
made with love, which she ensures is shown in 
every product they offer. 

“We've had the opportunity to provide des- 
serts for so many weddings over the years. 
We offer a wide variety of desserts including 
cupcakes, cakes, French macarons, Belgian 
waffles, mini pies and tarts, mini cheesecakes, 
and many more amazing things. We aren't just 
cupcakes, and we have had so much fun cre- 
ating dessert tables for couples. We also have 
options for gluten free, vegan, and many other 
options as well. If you have a special foods 
need, we are more than happy to try making 
it," Brace says. 

Having experience with owning and operat- 
ing successful businesses, Brace and Gerdes 
both agree that inclusivity is an important in- 
gredient to every recipe. 

“Everyone should be able to eat delicious 
desserts at their wedding, and what a more 
joyous occasion than being surrounded by 
your biggest supporters and favorite people in 


all the world. Weddings should be filled with 
love and delicious dessert. We love includ- 
ing everyone from every background at the 
shoppe. Besides desserts, love is our favor- 
ite," Brace says. 

Gerdes says when she initially started An- 
gel Food, she wasn't setting out to become 
known as a GLBT-friendly bakery, but she's 
glad they are today. 

“Tm incredibly sad that there is even a 
need for places to be known as being friendly 
towards the GLBT community. We opened the 
bakery in 2012, and I remember distinctly the 
conversation my mom, who is my business 
partner, and I had about the bakery voicing 
our support on the 'Vote No' Marriage Amend- 
ment campaign. We both strongly believed 
against the marriage amendment, but knowing 
we were a fledgling business, we were nervous 
to use that voice and possibly lose business," 
Gerdes says. "Ultimately, it came down to de- 
ciding what was more important when history 
is written. Do we want to be remembered for 
having a successful business, or do we want to 
know we stood up for what is right? Once we 
thought of it in those terms, there was no ques- 
tion about what to do." 

For more information about Angel Food 
Bakery & Donut Bar and Amy's Cupcake 
Shoppe, visit their websites at angelfoodmn. 
com and amyscupcakeshoppe.com. B 
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са азза 
Style expert and wardrobe consultant Sara Rogers shares her story 
of modeling and fashion. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 
[Ema 


'The fashion industry is like a second home to local 
model, style expert, and trend specialist Sara Rogers. 
With over 20 years of experience in print and runway 
modeling, if anyone knows how to work the spotlight, 
its Rogers. After finding much of her own success 
in modeling, Rogers decided to help others find the 
same confidence and beauty by becoming a model- 
ing/personal development instructor, which she won 
an Outstanding Instructor award for. Soon after win- 
ning the award, Rogers' career started to skyrocket. 

“One day the fashion coordinator at Dayton's 
asked me to help train a few new runway models. 
'That position evolved into me training aspiring mod- 
els, choreographing and calling fashion shows in 
Dayton's regional markets. From there I was offered 
the position to become a spokesperson for Dayton's," 
Rogers says. "It started with commentating prom 
fashion shows, and it went so well it lead to various 
opportunities including conducting workday casual 
wardrobe seminars for businesses locally and in Day- 
ton's regional markets." 

Since her days at Dayton's, Rogers has continued 
to flourish in her passion for style as a trend specialist 
at the Mall of America. Rogers also started her own 
wardrobe business, and was handpicked by Stacy London from What Not 
'To Wear as a wardrobe consultant for her Style For Hire wardrobe consult- 
ing agency. 

But before all of this success, Rogers' interests in the fashion industry 
began with her first career: modeling. 

"[ was introduced to modeling when my cousin Sandy shared her 
comic books with (my sister and me). One of the comic books was about 
models working for the Hanover Modeling Agency, and the models in the 
magazine inspired me. I auditioned to model for Dayton's runway division 
three years in a row. They rejected me, but I kept coming back,” she says. 
“One day, I had a light bulb idea to dress up like one of the models I saw 
in the magazine, and it worked. Fashion coordinator Karen Pedro booked 
me for my first modeling job. It was at that point that I learned the impor- 
tance of dressing for the job you want, not the job you have." 

Since then, Rogers has been finding her own inspiration while inspir- 
ing others with her work in fashion, modeling, and instructing. In her cur- 
rent jobs, Rogers helps people manage their wardrobes and determine the 
best looks for them, all while keeping their budgets in mind. 

"There is an art and a science to looking your personal best, and I've 
learned a lot from being in the industry for as long as I have. I love empow- 
ering individuals with the knowledge they need to look and feel confident 
about their style. My tagline is "Making Life Easier For My Clients," Rog- 
ers says. 


Model and style expert Sara Rogers is also a 
trend specialist for the Mall of America. Photo 
courtesy of the Mall of America 


She says her job as a style expert and wardrobe 
consultant involves conducting wardrobe seminars 
for businesses and groups, working one-on-one 
with individuals, and providing services like shop- 
ping your own closet, closet audit, image enhance- 
ment sessions, special occasion and personal shop- 
ping, and sharing wardrobe management tips. 

As a trend specialist at the Mall of America, 
Rogers discusses fashion trends on television, 
radio, and in print. She says she most often sees 
trends from New York and Milan, though the Mall 
of America represents middle America. 

"I'm fortunate to be in a role I love. I work close- 
ly with the MOA marketing team to stay abreast of 
fashion trends," Rogers says. ^With tens of millions 
of visitors every year and the vast amount of stores, 
it's a treasure trove for finding fashion trends." 

In regards to upcoming wedding trends, Rog- 
ers says she is expecting a heavy influence from 
Megan Markle and Prince Harry's wedding. Ad- 
ditionally, she says statement-making trends such 
as bold flowers, ruffles, feathers, bows, sparkle de- 
tailing, and jumpsuits are also upcoming wedding 
trends. However, Rogers says traditional wedding 
styles will always reign supreme. 

“I work a lot with individuals attending weddings and I frequently hear 
the request for outfits that are classic with a twist. One of my GLBT clients 
recently chose a beautiful suit and tie but added Pride sneakers instead of 
traditional dress shoes," she says. 

Even when individuals opt for a more traditional wedding style, it's 
always possible to add your own unique twist with statement pieces— 
whether that be Pride sneakers or colorful accessories. 

Rogers says it's important for any GLBT couple to be open and dis- 
cuss their ideas, thoughts, and wishes for their wedding style to maintain 
open communication throughout the wedding planning process. That way, 
couples can be confident that they are beginning their married lives with 
a shared vision rather than two separate ones. She also suggests that ev- 
eryone plans their wedding style according to their personal size and body 
shape to find a style that is flattering and makes them feel confident. 

"Buy items that fit you now, not aspirational. Be true to your style and 
dress for your shape. Decide what colors delight your spirit and also flat- 
ter your complexion. Think about your photos and how things will photo- 
graph, some things look good in person, yet they don't read the same way 
in print,” she says. 

For more information about Sara Rogers, visit her website at sara- 
rogers.com. W 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Twenty-Five Years in Leather 


The Leather Community, Then and Now 

Twenty-five years ago this month, in August, 1993, I bought my first 
leather vest. Then, wearing it, I attended my first monthly Atons Leather/ 
Levi Dinner. 

Hey, everybody's gotta start somewhere. 

Leather in 1993 was about—well, leather. And maybe a bit of latex or 
rubber. And a whole lot of tattoos, piercings and other body modification. 
But much of what is part of the scene today was not around in 1993, or 
at least I didn't see it. Gear, as in sports or athletic gear, was not yet a 
thing. Nor was puppy play. Nor was cosplay (costume play) and superhero 
outfits. Motorcycle riders wore black leather rather than padded suits in 
bright colors with aggressive patterns. 

The crowds I saw at leather gatherings in 1993 consisted primarily of 
gay weathermen along with a few leather lesbians. It was not until several 
years later that I started to meet members of the pansexual/heterosexual 
BDSM community. A few of the gay leathermen and leather lesbians I 
met in 1993 would later either come out as bisexual or would change their 
gender—but in 1993 these people felt a need to keep these feelings under 
the radar rather than risk community disapproval and rejection. 

The leather community of 1993 was still being oppressed by the AIDS 
crisis. Many community members had died and many more seemed des- 
tined for the same fate. I met some great guys only to lose them. And 
I heard fond remembrances of many more men whom I wished I could 
have gotten to know. It wasn't until 1995, when the first AIDS drug cock- 
tails were introduced, that things started to seem a little less bleak. But 
even with the introduction of new AIDS therapies, the leather community 
continued to lose members who died long before their time. And for the 
rest of the decade, I still attended far too many funerals and memorial 
services. 

'Theleather community's main turf in 1993 was a bar called "The Men's 
Room" behind the big dance floor area in the Gay 90's bar complex. It was 
pretty much a men-only space because the only way to enter the bar was 
through the men's restroom. (Another entrance was added later to allow 
women to attend leather parties and events in the space.) Larger leather 
events such as title contests and fundraisers often were held at the Gay 
90's in the dance floor area, often on Sunday afternoons. 

In 1993, there were four leather clubs in the Twin Cities: the Atons and 
the Black Guard were men's leather clubs, while the Knights of Leather 
and the Minnesota Leather Den were women's leather clubs. Leather ti- 
tles active in 1993 included Mr. Minnesota Leather, Ms. Minnesota Leath- 
er, Mr. Minnesota Drummer, and Mr. Gay 90's Leather. 

There was a leather shop in the Gay 90's, but it seemed to be tucked 
away and the hours were sporadic. 

Twenty-five years later, The Atons still are the oldest leather club in 
the Twin Cities, while the Black Guard has less of a community presence. 
Of the leather clubs for women mentioned above, the Minnesota Leather 
Den is no longer active, but the Knights of Leather now is thriving as a 
pansexual leather club. 

None of the Minnesota leather titles of 1993 are active today. In 1994, I 
became the last person to hold the Mr. Minnesota Drummer title (the title 
sash is still in my leather closet as I write this). Through the years, how- 
ever, many other Minnesota leather titles have risen to take their place. 
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The leather community of 1993 that I joined has become the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community of today. Even having watched its evolution, I 
am still pleasantly astonished at what the community has become—truly 
arainbow spectrum of so many kinds of diversity. The community's mem- 
bers are gay, lesbian, bi, trans, heterosexual, pansexual, genderqueer, 
gender-fluid, non-binary, and other variations of gender and preference 
that I could not have imagined in 1993. In addition to all the interests and 
activities I saw in 1993, today there are many others, including a thriv- 
ing group of pups and handlers. Women, trans men and trans women are 
more visible and more active. While I met people of color in the commu- 
nity in 1993, I see many more today. 

Many ofthe people I knew in 1993 are no longer around for one reason 
or another. I still cherish their memory. Happily, a few people who wel- 
comed me when I showed up in 1993 still are here today and still are active 
in the community. I treasure them. And I treasure the fact that they, and I, 
still are here after all these years. 

Another thing that still is here 25 years later: the Atons continue to 
invite the community to their monthly L&L (leather/levi) dinners, and I 
continue to enjoy attending them. 

Oh, and I still have that leather vest I bought 25 years ago. And, if I 
don't close the snaps, I can still wear it. B 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Hollywood Heyday: 75 
Candid Interviews with 
Golden Age Legends 


David Fantle & Tom 
Johnson 

McFarland & Co. 
$39.95 


The authors, native 
Minnesotans, were eighteen 
when they made their first trip to interview 
Hollywood's greats, beginning with Fred 
Astaire and Gene Kelly in 1978. This bit 
of information is taken from the first page 
of the foreword written by Robert Wag- 
ner. That Robert Wagner. The book was 
forty years in the making: worth every min- 
ute to bring it to fruition. Stars such as Don 
Rickles, Karl Malden, Bob Newhart, Bob 
Hope, Cyd Charisse, James Cagney, Lucille 
Ball, even Wagner himself open up to the 
two, giving the reader a glimpse into their 
lives and into the lives of their interviewers. 
Start at the beginning and work through, 
pick and choose at random; either way, 
you'll become immersed in this Milky Way 
of Hollywood luminaries. 


Gay and Bisexual Men 
Living with Prostate 
Cancer: From Diagnosis 
to Recovery 


Ed. Jane M. Ussher, 
Janette Perz, B.R. 
Rosser 


Like the publisher’s 
previous LGBTQ Hos- 
pice and Palliative Care, this 
volume is aimed specifically to the medical 
community treating gay and bi patients with 
prostate cancer. In a similar fashion, the text 
describes the most current developments 
and treatments of the disease. Beyond the 
proliferation of research the field, the edi- 
tors present portraits of individuals coping 
not only with the disease, but with their 
difficulties and confusion of being gay or 
bi while dealing with what one calls the 
prevailing “heterosexist world” of his doc- 
tors and caregivers. Patients will find the 
information useful and reassuring, while on- 
cologists, urologists, and mental health 
practitioners can learn first-hand the ad- 
ditional difficulties and concerns gay and bi 
men face after a diagnosis of prostate can- 
cer. A clear and compelling read. 
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Joe Cosentino 
Joe Cosentino 
$14.99 


Cosentino's Drama 
Fraternity, the sixth 
Nicky and Noah mys- 
tery, arrives to float 
beach readers through dog 
days and daiquiris. Treemeadow College's 
theater professor Nicky Abbondanza is us- 
ing the football fraternity house as a set and 
frat boys as actors to film his slasher movie, 
Tight End Scream Queen, also co-staring 
his husband and colleague Noah Oliver. As 
fans who have already read Drama -Queen, 
-Muscle, -Cruise, -Luau, and -Detective will 
anticipate, the bodies begin to fall fast 
and furiously, many stricken by a dag- 
gered cross wielded by an unknown hand. 
Subplots include an attempt to have Nicky 
and Noah's adopted son, Taavi, taken away, 
and the movie shut down altogether, but 
the indomitable pair, refreshed by invigorat- 
ing between-the-sheets play in the evening, 
arise to keep evil at bay. BYO suntan oil. 


Ed. Larry Nuttbrock 
Harrington Park 
Press 

$75 Hardcover / 
EBook $45 


This ambitious 
book is the first to synthe- 
size the complexities of trans sex work- 
ers lives, here in the United States and 
world-wide. Essays Included discuss the 
factors leading to MTF trans prostitution 
that include need for money to transition, 
lack of education, drug addiction, and/or 
minority status. The general public may 
have had a glimpse of this world through 
Ryan Murphy's TV series, Pose, that puts 
a face on the House Ball community of the 


late 1980s New York City. Self-identified as Y O u r C O n n e C t | O a 


transmasculine, Sel Hwang's first chapter 
in the volume, *QualitativeDescription of h b t f H t | | 
Sex Work among Transwomen in New York t O t e е S O | a " 
City,” puts a scholarly face on this same 
topic. Some forty contributors worldwide 


cover mental health, substance abuse, legal 
issues faced by trans sex workers. 
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Studio-4 Bedrooms available now! 


2929 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 


linkliving.com | (952) 333-4876 
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2018 Kia Stinger 


In the past, larger hatchbacks had been hit-or-miss on in this country. 

The first Volkswagen Dasher was a hit. It introduced us to a new kind of 
car from the Wolfsburg brand: water cooled front-engine with front wheel 
drive. But that was the mid-1970s, when there was an oil crisis and larger 
American cars were getting pummeled with blame for being inefficient. 

Since the Dasher, there had been other cars. I recall the Merkur 
Scorpio, which was a 1980s European Ford sold at Lincoln-Mercury deal- 
ers. It was a well-designed car, but due to a lack of execution for the price 
it was commanding, it was unsuccessful. 

A few decades later, Audi tried its hand on a large hatchback: the A7. 
Because of its Audi Sport variants—namely the hot RS7—it was a smash 
hit here in this country. This was followed up by the A5 Sportback, which 
also had its share of buyers here in the USA. 

BMW had several hatchback models for the 3-, 4-, and the 5-Series. 
They had fastback versions of their SAV (read: SUV) lineup, the X4, and 
X6. All of these models had added some success to the Bavarian car 
marker. 

The next entry to this list comes from the Republic of Korea. Lately, 
they have been adding luxury and performance cars to their portfolios 
to some success. It may have come as a surprise to some that Kia had 
created a large hatchback of their own. One that offers a lineup of turbo- 
charged engines mounted on a rear-drive platform. 

It sounds like a superb idea... except for one little problem: the badge. 

Kia had been known for budget-to-mainstream models that appealed 
to the masses. Yet, they also dabbled in premium offerings, such as the 
Cadenza and K900. The idea behind the Kia Stinger was to create a halo 
car towards the upper end of the lineup that offered hatchback practical- 
ity, sports sedan performance, and great styling. 

The buzz was loud and positive from our fellow media. It was our turn 
to find out whether the Kia Stinger will hit the premium car jackpot with 
this four-door sports hatchback and if the buzz is as good as everyone 
else had reported. 

It begins with a sleek fastback look. The front end is lower than a lot 
of Kia models, but the “tiger” grille fits perfectly in-between a set of LED 
headlamp units. The hood is long, but that indicates its rear-drive roots. 
The roofline is swept back with a glasshouse taken from several Kia mod- 
els, cutting short to a long C-Pillar blind spot area. The hatchback opens 
up from the bumper for enough room to load/unload cargo and luggage. 
LED tail lamps and bridged by a single strip crowing the rear end. 

Our GT2 tester adds 19-inch alloy wheels exposing a Brembo four-disc 
braking system. This trim level also adds a specific grille texture with a 
protector for the driver’s assistance guide, additional lower aerodynamic 
aids up front and around the car, plus four exhaust tips and a diffuser. 

The sporty atmosphere continues inside. This is the first Kia with a 
truly driver-focused cockpit with a low cowl, an instrument binnacle with 
a lot of information available to the driver, a heads-up display that is clear 
and informative, a steering wheel with the right controls for the adaptive 
cruise, infotainment system, the information screen between the dials, 
and the paddle shifters for the automatic transmission. 

The center console features a shift-by-wire shifter that is a bit tricky 
to work for reverse and drive. The park button is behind the shifter. 
You also have a small knob for the drive modes—which there are five to 
choose from. 
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On top of the center stack is a tablet-like eight-inch screen for the 
UVO-driven infotainment system. Harmon Kardon provided 15 speak- 
ers of superb surround sound throughout the cabin. You can connect 
your smartphone through Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, as well as a 
choice of various sources for entertainment. 

Our GT2 tester came with well-bolstered seats upholstered in a deep 
red Nappa leather. There is plenty of comfort to be had, but it is also 
supportive when doing more spirited journeys. Both the driver and front 
passenger seat have power rake, height, and recline adjustments, plus 
lumbar and seatback bolster adjustments as well. The rear seats are also 
upholstered in the same red Nappa leather and offer plenty of comfort. 
Legroom is great, but taller people will have to watch their heads as it 
will rest where the roofline starts sloping rearward. 

The hatchback opens up to a cargo space that is expandable to 23.3 
cubic feet. The rear seats fold down in a 60/40 split. The space behind 
the rear seat is long, but not deep. 

Stinger models offer two choices in engine performance. Standard is 
a new 2.0-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine with 255 horsepower. 
Choosing any of the three GT models will upgrade you to a twin-turbo- 
charger 3.3-liter V6 engine with 365 horsepower. Either engine is con- 
nected to an eight-speed automatic transmission sending power initially 
to the rear wheels. Our tester had the available all-wheel-drive system. 


RIDE REVIEW BY RANDY STERN 


Needless to say, our Stinger GT2 AWD tester 
is very quick. It is also quite fast. The reason to 
buy a Stinger GT over the four-cylinder model 
is performance that has never been seen on a 
Kia—ever. And it is quite refreshing! However, 
we did observe an average for fuel economy of 
22.7 MPG. 

Being quick and fast means optimal vehicle 
control. The Stinger exhibits that with sharp re- 
flexes and confidence through the curves. The 
handling is pretty darn good. The suspension 
setup is on the firm side, you can track-ready 
firmness in Sport mode. On the highway, there 
is plenty of feedback from the suspension system 
into the car, but it also has a high degree of con- 
trol that enables the system to absorb road im- 
perfections the best it can. We also like the grip from the Michelin Pilot 
Sport 4 tires shod on our tester. 

Steering feel is superb with equally sharp reflexes from the wheel. 
On-center feel is good in all modes, which helps in maintaining control 
on turns and on the Interstate. Brakes are superb with excellent pedal 
feel and response. We found the Stinger to stop well in normal and panic 
situations. 

Selecting the GT2 adds a suite of driver assistance features that work 
extremely well and will come in handy. These driver assistance features 


include front and rear Parking Distance Warning, 
Blind Spot Collision Warning with Lane Change 
Assist, Rear Cross Traffic Collision Warning, For- 
ward Collision Avoidance Assist with Pedestrian 
Detection, Forward Collision Warning System, 
Advanced Smart Cruise Control with Stop and 
Go, Lane Departure Warning System, Lane Keep 
Assist System, and Driver Attention Warning. 

You can get the new Kia Stinger starting from 
$31,900 for a four-cylinder, rear-drive model that 
is far from basic in equipment content. Our GT2 
AWD tester resides at the top end of the lineup, 
with a sticker price of $52,300 as tested. 

If you do not pay attention to the badge on the 
front end, rear end, and the steering wheel, the 
Kia Stinger is a superb premium sports hatch- 
back. It makes no apologies for the way it looks, or the way it drives. It 
is a great car for those looking for something different that is beyond 
just being sporty: select the right model, and your pulse is immediately 
quickened. 

As for matching up the buzz the Kia Stinger garnered, when you drive 
around and people crane their necks in its direction, we can confirm 
that the hype is real. So is the badge. To every Soul, Forte, Sportage, 
Sorento, and Optima owner: you now have got a Kia that will fly your 
flag proudly. m 
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With more than 80, 000 followers on Twitter, 
BigGayNews.com is your source for GLBT news. 


а Y Swed ish Our Motto: 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your 
weekday news featuring 
Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


Do it right or not at all! 


— Motors 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & Repair Shop 


Exceptional Customer Service 
Keen Attention to Detail 


Please consider us for all of 
your Volvo needs and refer your friends! 


Justin Christenson 
Owner 


432 11th Ave. S. e Hopkins 
Conveniently located off 
Hwy 169 & Excelsior Blvd. 


(612) 803-5661 
www.swedishmotorsmn.com 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 
AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


32 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 2-15, 2018 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
“== ЕЕЕ 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Twin Cities Public Television 

Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. 4th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 

www.tpt.org 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 

Children’s Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tegmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 
munity. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran & Mizpah United 
Church of Christ 

Worshiping together 10:00 am on 
Sundays. Come and experience the 
embrace of God's YES for all! 

412 5th Ave. N. 

Hopkins, MN 

(952) 935-5509 
www.churchoffice8mizpahucc.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


zoo 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


p m 


(HAGENS 2252 


FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
GUN SHOPS 


Monthly Memberships 


Ё £x z 5 Star Rated Ranges 
Zn Shope Huge Retail Selection 
<Ë Range Training Classes 


WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


OË 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Call Today 952-853-9077 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ° REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM = CONCRETE - DECKS - PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Aa Eh Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 
=" 


INSURANCE 


ALND 
Arens) 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home : Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www .johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


More Options. 
More Discounts. 


INSURANCE 
Auto, Home, Life 
& Recreational 


| *— 4 DebStreeter 


\ * Insurance Agency 


fora FARMERS 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Marna Reed, MA, LP 


marnareed.com 
m49reedQG gmail.com 


612-670-1330 


REAL ESTATE 


Scott T. Haubrich 
Broker 
612-298-5400 
Scott@BuyRentSell.com 
www.BuyRentSell.com 


"Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


LE 
612.827.9537 “ше 


Kate Offerdahl-Joyce 


BURNET 


612-940-1577 
Kate.OfferdahUoyce@CBBurnet.com 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 


air 
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REAL ESTATE 


Anita C. Hill 


Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 


town homes, condos, lots, land. 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 


www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals ' 


4500 Park Glen Road 


Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Michael Ness 


Income Tax Professional 


Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Arts & Entertainment 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres ..... 23 


Automotive 
Jaguar Land Rover Minneapolis ..2 
Swedish Motors .......................... 31 


Bakeries 
Amy's Cupcake Shoppe ............ 23 


Bars & Nightlife 
Ону ЖО cra cundi meli: 27 


Beauty & Relaxation 
Roosters Men's Grooming ............ 9 


Beverages 
Haskell's The Wine & 
Cheese Bar! ...... a 11 


Event Venues & Services 


Lake Elmo Inn Event Center .......... 9 
The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis... 10 
Events 

Lavender's First Thursdays ......... 28 


Magnolia Blossom Charter 
Cruises 
Minnesota State Fair ... 


Financial 

Roya Moltaji, Charterpoint 

Wealth Strategies ....................... 19 
Patti Czech - Thrivent Financial .. 13 
Wells Fargo Bank ....................... 15 
Floral & Garden Best 

Wishes Floral... tie 25 
Gifts 

Outloud Promotions .................... 13 


Health & Wellness 

Steve Burns, PH. D. ...... 
Edina Skin Care Special 
Julie Childs, MSW, LICSW, 


Linden Hills Dentistry ... 
Mint Orthodontics 
Uptown Dermatology & 

SKINS pad — 27 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 
2nd Shade Patio Furniture 
Habitation. ccce enr 5 


Home Services 
House Lift Remodeler .. 
Magic Carpets 


Standard Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
TJB Homes Remodeling 


Insurance 

Baldwin, Davina 
Bartell, Dawn 
Pam Petersen, American 


Family Insurance ......................... 13 
Jewelry 
New Gild Jewelry .. 9 


Arthur's Jewelers ..... 5 
Jewelry by Johan 
Махан .6 
Scheherazade Jewelers .... 


Legal 

Cloutier Law Offices 
Jerry Burg, Attorney at Law .......... 5 
Millot & Starks Law Office Р 
Moshier Law Office 


Media & Communications 
Radio K - Real College Radio .... 31 


Optical 
Specs Арреа!............................. 23 


Pet Products & Services 
Animal Ark ынан ss 26 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Amy Ruzick, Kay Johnson - RE/ 
MAX Results ...... sss 13 


Brad Bemowski - Coldwell Banker 


Marilyn Farinella .... it 
Scott Belcher - RE/MAX Results 

Realty ....................... T 
The Link Minneapolis ... 


Sports & Recreation 
Brookview Golden Valley .......... 10 


Travel & Accommodations 
Celebrity Cruises 
Grand Hotel Minneapolis . 
Millennium Hotel Minneapolis .....8 


Wedding Resources 
Bluefin Bay 
The Wedding Guys 


ЗД LAVENDER | AUGUST 2-15, 2018 


OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Road Trip 


"Tell me another story." 

I looked over to the passenger seat at my 
26-year-old daughter, Meredyth, and smiled. I 
had just shared a story about life when I was 
my former self, presenting as man. It was nice 
to find that she'd been listening and even bet- 
ter, that she was interested. 

We were on the tail end of a 500-plus mile 
weekend trip to Grand Marais, Minnesota for 
its Pride Day celebration where I was a fea- 
tured speaker. It had been a long time since 
MP (a nickname earned when she was barely 
a newborn) and I had been in a car together, 
let alone on a marathon road trip that included 
multiple construction delays and early morn- 
ing white knuckle vigilance for darting deer. 

“Oh, I don't know," I answered. “Га rather 
hear about what's going on with you." 

My daughter has an unconventional life, 
which she partly attributes to me. 

"You taught me to live authentically, to be 
true to who I am," she's said. It helped that she 
lived with me in Iowa while a high school stu- 
dent after the divorce (due to my coming out as 
transgender); without wavering an iota, this kid 
stuck with me throughout a family breakup as I 
journeyed to womanhood, a rare gift of loyalty 
at a time when I desperately needed such gifts. 

Still, MP's much her own person. We had 
quite a row over her studying and even valuing 
good grades. Eventually, I gave up on cajoling 
her and proposed Plan B. 

“No one will ever care about what grade 
you got in sophomore biology," I started. “So, 
all I ask is that you actually graduate from high 
school, that you get a diploma. Beyond that, ГЇЇ 
quit nagging you about grades and studying." 

I saw MP's eyes widen as a wry smile 
crossed her face. Yes, she had won the study- 
ing battle, just like she'd won so many other 
battles growing up. 

"But," I added, "You have to replace study- 
ing with something that you're passionate 
about and that you devote yourself to." I wasn't 
about to let her off the hook completely. 

"Okay, Dad,” she replied. “I promise to do 
that." 

A couple weeks later, MP asked for a ride to 
downtown Cedar Rapids. 

"Tm going to volunteer for a guy named 
Barack Obama who's running for president," 
she announced. ^I don't know anything about 
him other than he talks about changing our 
country. And with Bush in there, we're in need 
of real change." 

With that, my daughter's life trajectory was 
altered. In 2007 at age 15, she put in 60-hour 


weeks for the entire summer making calls 
and doing cajoling of her own—I heard that 
she'd earned the nickname "Tiger," because 
she wouldn't let folks off the phone until they 
agreed to vote for Obama. 

The acceptance she received by her cam- 
paign coworkers was an unexpected bonus for 
my child who had long suffered from anxiety 
about being liked and fitting in. 

Later, MP would attend Augsburg Univer- 
sity where she also worked for the DFL and 
Sen. Al Franken. Following graduation, it was 
a year-plus as a paid campaign worker for Ber- 
nie. After that, it was stints on other campaigns 
in Seattle, New Hampshire, and Iowa. 

Burned out from a nomadic life, she settled 
in New Orleans with a job at a youth hostel that 
provided her housing. Spending money came 
via a bike delivery job. To say that she lived on 
the edge would be generous, but I respected 
that she was doing it her way, without feeling 
the need to conform to a society where at her 
age, she's expected to have a job with benefits, 
a romantic relationship, and roots. Nope, none 
of that was for MP. 

Her visit to Minneapolis-turned Grand 
Marais was a stop on the way to Korea to teach 
English to elementary kids. The fact that Ko- 
rea might be the epicenter of World War III 
doesn't faze her one bit. 

I wish I could say the same for me. 

The road trip to Grand Marais was our first 
prolonged time together in two years. I heard 
about boyfriends, hostel life, and the art of us- 
ing a bike box to not only transport her beloved 
bike, but double as luggage for almost every 
piece of clothing she owns. She's certainly in- 
novative, I thought. 

Most of all, as we drove north into the 
woods along Lake Superior and then back 
south, I returned to the idea of a gifi—to have 
my daughter there at my side, loving me, after 
all I had put her through with breaking up our 
family so that I could be me. 

And now to think that she's out in the world 
being true to herself, in part because I showed 
her the way. 

Gift. 

'There's no other word that even comes 
close. ш 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013]. She speaks and trains on diversity and inclu- 
sion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can 
also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She 
welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail. 
com. 
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: SUGARLAND: 

NIALL HORAN: - : Still The Same 2018 Tour 

Flicker World Tour 2018 < 2, Ы with special guests 
with special guest : Ctix Nightly Fireworks WI * Frankie Ballard and 
Maren Morris E Spectacular sponsored by | . Lindsay Ell 
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$ The Current's Music On-A-Stick featuring • : : : : : : Н OLD DOM І N І ON: 
TRAMPLED BY : s EA k Е ei THES oe то Good Vibes with : : Happy Endings World Tour 
TURTLES $5 with special guest > 3 The Righteous Brothers : : JASON MRAZ : : with special guests 
with special guests $ 3 Sinbad "EM (Tickets selling fast!) . and Brett Dennen : : Neal McCoy and 


Lord Huron and Lissie Morgan Evans 
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СА ый! 
: Зи & . s ee Life Tour featuring 
IMPRACTICAL — :: Di САВВА Е :: МІММЕЅОТА  : : BOY GEORGE апа 
:: THE OFFSPRING "S with special guest Ç STATE FAIR * * CULTURE CLUB 
JOKERS s š with special guest EET Kat Perkins : 1 AMATEUR TALENT ` : THE B-52s and ` 
SARI ers El Gym Class Heroes: H = : 1 Thompson Twins’ 
The Tenderloins ` | Never-Ending Summer Tour ` $ eee Dl Tom Bailey 


* k * 

Tower of Power BoDeans En Vogue Clay Walker 
Journey Former Lead Vocalist Steve Augeri Har Mar Superstar The Last Revel 
Mayda The Dustbowl Revival The Dave & Deke Combo Chastity Brown 
Church of Cash Shane Martin Ipso Facto Pop ROCKS 
I Am, He Said: A Celebration of the Music of Neil Diamond Tropical Zone Orchestra 
'90s R&B Revival featuring Kathleen Johnson & Mario Dawson And Dozens More! 


Aug. 23 - Labor Day, Sept. 3 mnstatefair.org 


